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About the Months of Scptember or Ofober 1676, 
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as Hen Mrs, Cellier and wy felt waited on the Lord Peterborough , 
SY to bc introduced fo His Highnets the Duke of York, his Lord- 
fbip enquired of mr, It the Lady Powes had given me any di- 
reqions how to diſcourſe the Duke | replyed, She had. Then 
he defired to know what they were, Upon which . 7 ſh: wed 
his Lordſhip a litt:e Book in which was contained a Scheme 
and the pretended Diſcovery which I had madc in the Presby- 
terian Plotz Which Bok his Lord-ſhip carefully peruſed, and finding ſome 0- 
milfion therein, h: ordered me to Write, while nis Lordſh p did diffa'e to me 
theſe words,viz, That the Presbytertan party intended to make an inſurrecion 
in the North, and fato joyn with an Army of the Scots, Immediatly after this 
his Lordſhip took us into the Dukes Gloſet ( at Write-hatl) where we both kifs 
ſed his hand: and me he took from the grourd { for T was kneeling. ) Then C 
gave his Highneſs the aforementioned little Buok, which he, atter ſome ſhort pe- 
ruſal thereof, thanked me tor: and alfofyr my diligence in the C holick Cauſe: 
Did advile me to go on, and wiſhed good ſucceſs to ali my underrakings; Adding 
In th: (: very words, viz» That the presbyterian Plot was a thing of moſt mighty 
conſequence, and if well managed, would be very Conducible to the ſafety of 
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(4) | 
the Catnolick Cauſe: And T do not queſtion but the effects of it will anſwer 
q our EzpcQation, cſ{pecially in the Northern parts: where Jam well aſſured tne 

| Major Part of the Gentry.are myFriends, and have given ſufficient Demonttration | 
of their affections to me, as allo of their inten'iuns toproſecure this Piesbyterian | 


|: For to the utinolt; for they were no (irangers to th. Deſizn, 
o Immediat!y after this his Highneſs ordered that Mrs, Cetier& my (eli (in the hear 
of og of che Lord Peterborough, who was prtvy to the wh.ilc diſcoule ) to be very 


careful of what we communicated to the perions who w.re to be the witneſſes in 
thatnew piot,ielt we ſhouid be caughtin theSubornationy, and fo bring a terrible 
Odium upon theCatholicks, and make ourſelves uncapable of any further Services 
After this the Duke informed us, That in a Month or two? time the Commiſh ns | 
would be ready but ordered us inthe mean time to bring our part to bear | 
with the Commilſi 5s: And particularly ordered me to tind out ſome perſons | 
( as there was enough ſuch among the Catholicks, as we!l as elſewhere ) which 
were ft to bs truficd, and that ſhould accept of ſuch Commiſſions which ſhould 
be delivercd them by a perſon appointed for that purpoſe bui not to be known | 
to them to be any other but a PresSyterian: So that when cccation ſhould require: | 


# they might together with thoſe which we then had, be ready to (ſwear in the | 
F* Plot, and that the Presbyterianswere raitingForces agair ft thcKing and Govern- , 
oF ment, and had given out Commiſſions to that purpoſe, And in Order to this, / 

x did inforns (hort time after, procure one Bedford, Currice, Grey, Hil, Hopkins , \ 
| is and others, to accept of ſuch Commiſſions, when they ſhould be ready; Whole | 
F; butineſs in th: mean time was to ſpread reports in the Cotte houſes, That thePo- | 


piſh Plot was a Contrivance of the Presbyterians, &c, 
Now for our exconrageme?nt in the proſecution of that Sh:m plot, the Duke 
4 rromnited that he would take care that money ſhould not be wanting: but ore | 
dered us to ulc all the Expedition the thing would allow, to make a diſcoverile * | 
chereof tothe King, Aﬀeer which the Duke fa'd , The Catholick party would if 
be cafcd of the Charge, in regard he was ſure it would bedefrayed ſome other | 
wa | 
Then the Duke made divers vows, and bitter Execrations, to ſtand by us in | 
the thing; and engaged cnhis Honour to be ofar Rewarder. Adding, That ſuch 
Conliderablc Services were not to be lighted: and further promiſed, thatto 
whoſe lot ſeever it ſhould happen to be imprifoned, according to their fidelity 
and ſtedfaſtne(s in the Cauſe, fo much the more ſhould thetr Reward be aug- 
mented: and tht all care pothible ſhould be uſed to ſupport and preſerve them: 
but par:icularly defiring me to keep up to the couragious and aCtive Character 
which his Highneſs had heard of me. All which Tpromiſed to do. Whereup- i 
on we withdrew tothe Lord Peterboroughs Lodging, where we continued till 
his Lordſhip had Tatroduced S:r Robert Peyton to the Duke, Which being done, 


hi Lordſhip left tiem together, as heſaid, and came to us: Where arn.ong other 
Dif- 
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' Difcourſe his Lordſhip told me, Thad 2 great opportunity to make my Fortune 


what I woul niy ſelf, f I ould but to 104 the advice of hisMaſter the Duke of 
Tork,, who, as his Lordſhip (aid, would cer: i ily be my King in a very ſhort 
time. Adding, that I muti be refolute in my undertakings, Fur, (aid he, the Dake 
much affedts Reſolution. but hates mortaily the timorous man, 

Then | anſwered his Lord hiv, Thit1velicd not my life.orcvide), to] ofc it 
would be ſerviceab'e to theDab e Intereſt, At which Exprcfli n he ſeem. d fully 
i tisficds and from th © tim: call 4 m2 Captain I/ilughby; and at our coming 
awayz nis Lord ihip gave particulir orger to his fervants, that at what tims fo- 
ever, day, vr nighs, either Mrs, Celier, or my (elf, (houl!d come to {peak with his 
Lordſhip, we ſho ld be forthwith admftted, And then we parted. 

Some ſhort time after ,1 went to wait on his Lordſhip from the La ly Powzs 
at midnight , to defirehim to move the Duke, to get me with all expedtion, 
co the K'ng , for then I was ready. 

About four days aſtcr this, his Lordſhip ſent for me, and took me to the Duke 
again { who was in his Cloſet at J/þztehall and the Duke cold me, 1 muſt pre» 
pare my [elf to wait on the King, to give His Majeſty a more particular Ac- 
count of the Presbytertian Plot than what the lictle Book made mention ofs, 
( which Boc ky the Duke ſaid, he had given to the King) and that he had fo or- 
dered the maccter, that 1 ſhould be furniſhed with money, to enable me in the 
profeculion thereof, Bur his Highneſs charged me to conlider well my Story 
before I waited 01 the King. 

Then the Duke told me, I had gained , by my Diligence, a good Reputae« 
eion among the Catholicks, and that I ſhould highly merit by my Service to 
char Cauſe . adding, That 1 ſhould in a ſhort time ſee the Catholici Religion 
fAouriſh in theſe Kingdoms 3 and Herelic torn up by the Roots : And that he 
had heard of the propefal which had been made me by the Lord , Powis, andl 
Arundel, about Taking off the King , and of my refaſal; a: alfo of what I bal 
accepted , touching my Lord Shaftsbury , and of all my Tranfa&ions in the 
Presbyterian Plot : ſaying in theſe very words, viz. If you value the the Reli- 
gion you profeſ®, my Intereſt, (as you ſay you do) and your own future Hap 
pineſs; take my advice, and depend upon my Honour ani Intereſt for your ad- 
vancement : For, Sir, you look like a man of Courage and Wir : therefore leſs 
Diſcourſe may (ſerve with you than another; So that if you will b:t move by 
the Meaſures which I will give you, you thall nor only eſcape wich ſafety, 
but be rewarded according to the greatneſs of your Ations, 

To all this 1 replyed, I wou'd ftand and fall in the Defence of the Roman 
Catholick Religion, and his Highneſs Service 3 and was not a little concern- 
ed for my refuſing to kill the King , whom I was then well ſatisfied by my 
Ghoſtly Father, ftood condemned as an Heretick. But £his 1did offer , Thac 
if his Highneſs would Command me to the Attempt , I tyould not fail either 
£O accompliſh it, or looſe my i fe, 

Upon which the Duke gave me Twenty Guineje, and ſaid, If 1 would be 
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(6s) | 
but vigorous in what I hed undeitaken already , he would fo order it , that 
my Life ſ1ou}1d not be in the le-ſt danger adding in thee words, viz, We are 
not to Hae me; caken In ſuch daring Actions, b:it tO have them make an ef- 
{cual D'{ra ch. and be gone. Upon which 1 took my leave. 

Some ſhit time after this, when 1 was ready ro Cunvey the Letters into 
Col:nel WY anſePs Chamber. | weat to the ori Peterborough, who broughe me 
to the Dt.e co whom I told, how I was ready to fix the Letcers in the Colo. 
ne *s Chamber, To which his Highneſs anſwered , / ntuft make hafte , that I 
Might be Impowered to make a zene: al 'ea ch of the like nature, For , faid the 
D:;ke in th*\: words, viz. Since I aw you laſt, the Lady Powis has informs 
cd me, That there are aboundarce of Le teis and Witneſſes ready ; fo that*cis 
new high time ro begine By this time chere was ſome great Man come to wait 
on the Duke, fo ] withdrew. Cs 

About jour days after this, when 1 had been preiling earneftly with Mr, 
Secretaty Coventry for a Warrant, ard conld not prevail, I went co Lord Pe- 
terbourough*s, and did defire his Lordſhip co mzke application t- the Duke to 
uſe ſome means for a Warrant, To which his Loi dſh:p anfwered, * Twas my 
fault there was not a Warrant granted, and that the Dyke was tenfible of my 
neglefing to make an Afidavit, So that nuw he did begin to doubt my 
Courage, 

Thomas Dangerfield, 


In and about the Months of June , July or Auguſt 1679, 


1 He Counteſs of Powis ſent me with a Lerterto the Lord Privy Seal, 
7 who was then at his Lo:dſhips houſe in Kerfizgton ; but the contents 
5 of the Lettcr 1 r. member not, more than that it was to pray ſome 
favour in the behalf of one Anderſon alias Mwn ſon , a Prieft, and then in the 
Kings Bench , and was repertel to know ſomething of the Plot, Which Pa- 
pers contained matter of Fa&, drawn up to render Strouds Teſtimony invalid, 
in caſe he ſhould mike any Diſcovery, And by my Ladies or der I was to pray 
his Lordſhip to take the Fapers : fo that if Srrovd ſhould be fent for on Exa- 
mination before the Council, that his Lordfkip would produce them to ftop 
his Evider.ce: Which his Lordſhip promiſed to do. Bur Stroud was not 
ſent for , and ſo the Papers weieofno uſe; but Iſuppoſe they may ii] re- 
main with his Lordſhip. 

At the ſame time | did , by Order from the Lady Pewis , inform his Lord» 
(hip', That the Pre»byte: ian Plot wonld be ready for Diſcovery in a months 
time, To which his Lordſhip anſwered, that 1 ſhould tell the Lady Powis, 
He was of opinion that a month would be co ſoon, in regard things thee move 
ed with too much violence, for ſuch an Aﬀair to have any Succeſs, So I 
took my leave. 

Some {hore time after I went, by the Lord Powis?* Order, with anorher Let- 
ter to his Lordſhip 3; the Gontems ef which I neyer knew; But was ordered 
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to acquaint his Lordſhip , That the Presbyterian Plot fill went on y and that 
we had divers Lecters and Witneſſes ready , to lay open the matter , when it 
ſhuld be thought fit, To which his Lordſhip anſwered, he feared the Lords 
in the Tower were too vigorous in that Deſign: but promiſed, when the rigo- 
rous Profecuticn againft the Catholicks were {(mewhat abated , he did intend 
to Move it tothe King and Councils Adding , That if chings of that nature 
were but well timed, they could not fail of Succeſs, So I took my leave. 

S.'me time aſter, Ars. Cellier and my felf went to wait on his Lordſhip at 
Kenſirgtingz where we both had admitrance. Then *wwas Mrs, Cellier , in my 
hearing , informed his Lordſhip , That ſhe came inthe name of her Great Ma» 
fter ( che Duke of ork). ard at the moſt earneſt requeſt of the Lo'ds in the 
T:w-r , to pray his Lordſhip co uſe ſome means, that the proceedings agaialt 
the Catholicks might be mote ealie, and that the Presbyterian Flot might be 
diſcovered, Then his Lordſhip defired her to let the Lords in the Tower 
know , that he was not idle in the conſidering their Safety : For, added his 
Lordſhip , in theſe words, I have my (elf diſcourled lately with all the great 
Miniſters of our party, and my Lord Pezerbourough has done the ſame, and we 
both fizd there is favour intended ; but we muſt wait the times For things of 
that neewe muſt be moved gently, orthe whole Royal Party may be deſtroyed 
at cnce for thereare trany eyes upon us, 

Then Mrs. Cellzer informed his Lordſhip, That Sir George Wakemans Try. 
z} had brokenthe Ice, and of che great difhculty there was in prevailing wich 
the Lord C. J, to come over: and alſo of the Veeting. that was between the 
12dy Powis and the Lord C, J. To which his Lordſhip replyed , That the 
Lord C. }. had taken more time to confider of his pare , then Five other far 
greater men had done ( who they were I khow not) and that his Lordſhip was 
torc*d to fſhew the Lord C. | the Duke of Yorke Lerter , before he would 
believe any thing. Nay, ſaid his Lordſhip , not withſtand ng this 1 was fo cd 
to cet 2 Particuler Letter ſent him from che 'Dake, before he would make 
ary premile, Truly, Madam . faid hs Lordfhip , *js no ſmall pains 1 take 
to lerve the Duke, a: dtheir Lordſhips , and that you may afl 're them, 

Then Mts, Ceilzer acquainced his Lor'ſhip, That Dugdale was come about, 
2nd inter.ded to throw himlelf at the D kes feer, with a Recantation of ali thar 
I:e had ſworn in the plot. And faid ſhe ,1 am in th: name of the Lords, to 


pray your Lorc ſhip he may belecned w vo. huwuſe, a being a place more 


proper than any other, To this his Lo:d © :niwered,, Bs was glades hear” 


of Mr. Dzgdale's ingennity in that Aﬀa rt . awu aid af) re Virg. Cellier,, that 
Dugdzle ſhould be entertained n b+ Route , ard tht hs Lordſhip's Priefh 
ſhould be his companicn, fo that is {| u'a Þ« 1mpoi; ble tor him eo do any mare ' 


miſchief, But bis Lordſhip defirec ſhe « ould el! the Lords they muſt nie all 
the means imaginable to gct him beyuid S. a, leaſt a too ftrift enquiry ſhould 
be mae after him, 

To #hich Mrs, Cellier replied-thus 3 -My Lord we do not iritend he _ 
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ſtay in your Lordſhip's Houſe above Nine or Ten days #for though he 'mufh, 
C0 us Service by a gert.eral Recantation, yer we can never think him ſafe 
till we have got him inco the Irquiſition : for ſuch perſons are to.be Encou- 
raged, not truſted, So upon this his Lordſhip fent a Complement to the 
| Lords inthe Tower, and ſo we came away, ; | | 


Thomes Dangerfield, 
Jurat viceſicto dies 
Octobris , 1680, 
Coran nobis 
Will. Roberts, 
| Will, Pulteney. 
oma | Ss 
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